Trinity Lutheran Church
300 West Arch Street, Pottsville, PA 17901

Phone : (570) 622-9910 Fax: (570) 622-7451
Email : tlccares@trinitypottsville.org

Fifth Week of Lent
March 21-22, 2026

Worship can be viewed LIVE every Sunday at 9:30 am
www.trinitypottsville.com
Or we invite you to listen on Sunday mornings at 11:00 am
on the radio stations:
WPPA 1360 AM OR 105.9 FM
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Confession and Forgiveness

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings us
out of captivity into freedom, out of the wilderness
into the promised land, out of death into life.

Congregation Amen.

Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and

of one another. (Kneel)

Leader: Gracious God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned in thought, word
and deed, by what we have done and what we
have left undone. Forgive us and give us strength
to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of

life. Amen.

Leader: By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new
birth, and through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. Almighty
God, strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in
eternal life.

Congregation: Amen.

Prelude: Toccata in C Major J.S. Bach

Entrance Hymn: #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow  (Next Page)



327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow
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Greeting

Leader:

Congregation:

Kyrie

Worship Assistant:

Congregation:

Worship Assistant:

Congregation:

Worship Assistant:

Congregation:

Worship Assistant:

Congregation:

Worship Assistant:

Congregation:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to our Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to our Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to our Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to our Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Canticle #14 Listen! You Nations

Refrain

Listen! You nations of the world: listen to the Word of the Lord. Announce it from coast to
coast: declare it to distant islands.

The Lord who scattered Israel will gather his people again; and he will keep watch
over them as a shepherd watches his flock.



Refrain

With shouts of joy they will come, their faces radiantly happy, for the Lord is so gen’rous to
them; he showers his people with gifts.

Refrain

Young women will dance for joy, and men young and old will make merry. Like a garden re-
freshed by the rain, they will never be in want again. Break into shouts of great joy: Jacob is
free again! Teach nations to sing the song: “The Lord have saved his people!”

Praver of the Day:

First Lesson:
Psalm:

Second Lesson:
Congregation:
Leader:
Congregation:

Gospel:

Leader:
Congregation:

Sermon:

Hymn of the Day:

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin

and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11

Celebrate Insert
Celebrate Insert
Celebrate Insert

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

The holy gospel according to Saint John the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 11:1-45 Celebrate Insert

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Bob Thomas

#329 As the Sun with Longer Journey (Next Page)



329 As the Sun with Longer Journey
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Offering Anthem: Jesus, Joy of Man’s Desiring (9:30) J.S. Bach
Senior Choir

Offertory Response: #185 Create in Me

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me.

Prayver Hymn-#751 O’Lord, Hear My Prayer

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.

Pravers:
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Great Thanksgiving:
Leader:
Congregation: (sung)
Leader:
Congregation: (sung)
Leader:
Congregation: (sung)

Leader:

Congregation: (sung)

Leader:

Leader:
Congregation:
Leader:

Hvmns during communion:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise

When our congregation last gathered in worship, we heard
again of God’s mighty acts and the love shown us in Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection. We shared in the holy meal of the
Lord’s supper. Now we bring you this word of life, and this
bread and cup of blessing, so that you may share in these same
gifts and be strengthened in communion with all the people of
God.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna,
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Gathered around our Lord’s table, we remembered with
Thanksgiving the words of the Apostle, Paul. For I received
from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.”

The Peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Greet one another with the peace of the Lord.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace.



Communion Hymn:

#497 Strengthen for Service, Lord

Strengthen for Service, Lord
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Leader: May the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen You and Keep You in His Grace. Amen.

Post Communion Canticle #200

Now, Lord, you let your servant go--in—peace: your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all people:
a light—to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. A—men.

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing:

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

Dismissal:

Worship Assistant: Go in peace to Love and Serve the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn: #325 1 Want Jesus to Walk with Me (Next Page)



I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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God be with you till we meet again, By His counsels guide uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.

Organ Postlude
Any songs published in this bulletin:
Copyright:
Words: Public Domain
Music: Public Domain
CCLI Licenset#: 11375905

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
Trinity has been so blessed by the generosity of our members, family members and friends
through their monetary donations in the form of memorials or honorariums.

Each week, individuals have an opportunity to support our Worship Ministries by sponsoring
altar flowers, bulletins, and radio/digital broadcasts in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Altar Flowers are $35.00, Bulletins, and Digital Ministry are $30.00 each; Radio Ministry is
$50.00 (Radio Ministry half-sponsorships are also available). (Please contact the church office
at 570-622-9910 to reserve your date.)

Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of our mother/grandmother, Grace
Stoffregen, on the anniversary of her death, March 26th, by Conrad, Teresa, Andrea, & Kylie.
Children’s Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of the deceased
members of the Craft Class.

Radio Ministry is presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Emily Wood and Sean
Brennan by Godchildren, Luke & Lila Diven.

Digital Ministry 1s presented to the Glory of God and our parents, Peg & Al Shukwit, and
Aranetta & John Wagner, by Barbara & Charles Wagner.



Prayer List
Members of Trinity with immediate concerns: Donna Albert, Andrea Antolick, Dolores Bar-

ton, Cindy Bohr, Gary Bruen, Mike Ciccanti, Tony Downey, Albert Ebert, Paul Ebert, III, Su-
san Fees, Carolyn Gauntlett, Colleen Kline, Richard Kline, Thelma Mansfield, Missy White
Marshall, Meagan McGeever, Brandon Miller, Harry Reed, Cindy Seltzer, Harold Seltzer, Ron
Schaeftfer, Peg Schappell, Margaret Snyder, Pastor Frank Stinner, Barbara Wagner, Helen
Walasavage, Eric Zapolsky

Members of Trinity with ongoing concerns: Donald Andrews, Twila Bair, Judi Barton, Ruth
Bensinger, Nancy Berger, Brian Bohr, Josephine Cicero, Carole Coyle, Tom Coyne, Virginia
Coyne, Susan D’ Ambrosio, Brenda Denning, Jodi Denning, Debbie Ebert, Joel Ebling, Benja-
min Evans, Wesley Evans, Nancy Fellows, Sharon Fessler, Margaret Gretsky, Jeff Holley,
James Honicker, Ruth Ann Juranis, Ruth Ann Kerrick, Jodi Klein, Christina Linder, Betsey
Lord, Dennis Lord, Andrea Madara, William Manness, Margie Mataka, Adam Morrow, Len
Moser, Chester Moyer, Ray Moyer, David Newton, Collin Pryce, Diane O’Leary-Hughes,
Marilyn Reed, Suzanne Rich, Ruth Russell, Fay Russo, Paula Ryan, Jill Schaeffer, Linda Sei-
well, Ida Sheeler, Jack Shuey, Donald Smith, Sally Spotts, Barbara Staller, Terry Stank, Rich-
ard Stoltz, Colin Studlack, Jill Weaver, Brock Weber, Ellen Wesnoski, Walter Whalen, David
White, Pat Wishousky, The Willard Family, Mary Jane Wilson, Sissy Wilson, Donna Wood,
Karen Wood, Damon Yost

Shut-Ins: Merle Amos, Delight & Paul Ashembrier, Jeanette Augustine, Mickie Bair, Leah
Brokhoff, Earlamay Downing, Marsha Ehlers, Mary Evans, Helen Harvey, Carole Kline, Nancy
Pauzer, Nancy Schriner, Carolyn Spiess, Ann Spotts, Edna Uranko, Carolyn Wire, Kathryn
Wodack

Nursing Home/Personal Care Residents: Yvonne Blankenhorn, Hope Fisher, Tom Fredericks,
Louise Gradwell, Dianna Hutton, Mary Leary, Albert Schneider, Linda Shollenberger, Frances
Thomas, Judy Thomas.

Military Personnel: Brett Allison, Jacob Barton, Jason Beach, Audrey Burke, Christopher &
Savannah Butler, Tim Campbell, Elizabeth Chattin, Andrew Clancey, Ryan Devaney, Jeff and
Katie Dittmar, Noah Elison, Brian and Joshua Fetterman, Joshua Fredericks, Kevin Gregory,
Sean Grube, Seth Grube, Joshua Hager, Wil Hanson, Aaron Lesher, Edward Mady, Tom
McMurtrie, Ryan Miller, Ashton Muncy, Allison Ney, John Nomland, Aaron Oswald, Eddie
Padinski, Kevin Potts, Larry Reedy, Zachary Reichert, Michael and Stephen Reier, Steven
Sleva, Nicholas Starner, Jamie Watt

Family Members/Friends: Kathy Abraham, Karen Alban, Joseph Alfonsi, Catherine Eleanor
Ambrose, Michelle Ambrose, Millie Bachert, Martha Balboa, Sando Barnes, Lisa Bashore,
Kathy Bauers, Bob & Christine Baum, David Bechtel, Dennis Benjamin, Timothy Beissel,
Olivia Bensinger, Pastor Jim Berggren, Tawnya Bickelman, Heather Boltz, Linda Borchardt,
Ron Boris, Bobby Bowers, Xavier Bowman, Bernie Bremer, Doug Broughton, Joan Buehner,




Jerry & Brenda Christensen, Irene Conway, Jessica Cook, Lilliana Cook, Donna Dando, Hay-
den Daubert, Donna Dayson, Lynn Denmon, Eliana Denning, Monique Derfler, Justin Dicello,
Millie Dukemen, Cindy Duncan, Bob Duval, Marilee Ebert, Margaret Ebling, Tracey Ebling,
Scarlett Ecckers, Dolores Ege, Virginia Ehrich, Neil Eisenhard, John Fees, Jim Gary, Jeff
Gates, Judy Gerber, Charlie Gerinda, Kim Gerthoffer, Diane Greenholt, Nancy Gullob, Gwen
Holden, Vicki Jarvis, Jamie Johnson, Barbara Hardy, Connie Hale, Maureen Hill, Melinda Hin-
nershitz, Helen Holley, Donna Hoslet, Bobby Hosler, Brenda Hostetter, Sandra Hunt, Vicki
Jarvis, Warren Jefferson, Lindsay Kastner, Barry Kellner, Annette Kelly, Landon Killian, Cody
and Kime Kimberlin, Julie Klein, Kaylynn Klunk, John Kohr, David Krall, Keith Kreinhagen,
Diane Laine, Butch Lasco, Phil Lasco, Pastor Burlington Latshaw I, Margaret Ledford, Julia
Leibensperger, Regnal Leibensperger, Michael Leschick, Cindy Liddick, Larry Lonergan, Ber-
nadette L. Lord, Ronald W. Lord, Sandra L. Lord, Helen Love, James Lucas, Ella Mae Lutz-
kanin, Sister Jo Magdalinski, Betty Jean Maley, Melissa Martin, George Marx, Maria Mas-
teller, Noralea Matz, Shawn Matz, Rose Maurer, Lenny McHugh, Joe McNulty, Alethia Mey-
er, Ariel Miller, Frank Miller, Andrew Millern, David Mohn, Georgine Moore, Alyssa Moris-
sey, Joan Moyer, Carolyn Mummert, Vincent Murray, Charlotte Naley, Brenda Nungst, John
Olfhinski, Tom Orrs, Pastor Mary Owens, Carolyn Pahira, John Passierb, Patrice, Debbie Pay-
tak, Pastor Peggy Sue Pfeffer, Sue Petresky, Joe Piazza, Robert Pomian, Ava Potts, Evelyn
Potts, Alice Powers, Cheryl Powis, Kathy Pritchard, Daniel Prutzman, James Pryce, Jr., Jack
& Dot Rebuck, Debbie Reed, Jerry Reed, Maria Reed, Stacy Reed, Timothy Reed, Bryan
Reinhold, Molly Rhoads, Elaine Riotto, Tina Robinson, Nancy Roshannon, Don Roth, Pastor
Stephanie Roth, Kay Russell, Angel Saez, William Schuettler, The Stahl Family, Elizabeth
Schlack, Lisa Schaeffer, Sandy Schlemmer, Anne Schock, Donna Schumacher Katei Schu-
macker-Cawley, Cameron Schuster, Julia Shemanski, John Shuman, Pastor Jim Seifert, Adam
Selfridge, Aimee & Ethan Selfridge, Trish Sliders, Donny Smith, John Smolock, Joshua Sophy,
Ann Marie Souchak, Allen and Jack Spotts, Lindsay Spotts, Scott Sterner, Jessica L. Steward,
John Sullivan, Diane Sumoski, Pete Swatavage, Jack Thomas, Charlie Thompson, Jodi Thomp-
son, Faye Tom, Steven Tom, Shirley Uhler, Tammy Uhrin, Gloria Uzick, Trenton Van Vickle,
Gregory Viars, Charlie Wagner, Carol Weiss, Karen Welker, Emily Wetzel, Chris Williams,
David Williams, Paisley Witmer, Andy Wollyung, Anne Womack, Kelly & Jason Yondura,
Chris Young, Mike Zawaski, Emily Zick, Ada, Lorraine, Shannon

Those who mourn: Especially the family and friends of Camille McGonigle & Grace Samay

*Members are encouraged to call the church office to place individuals on our prayer list. If an
individual is not a member of Trinity, we will place them on the Family Members/Friends list
for a period of two weeks. If an individual needs to remain on longer, please call the church






TRINITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Saturday, March 21 6:00 pm Worship
Sunday, March 22 9:30 am Worship
10:30am Sunday School /First Communion Class

Monday, March 23 6:30 pm Adult Volleyball
Tuesday, March 24 10:00 am Exercise Club
Thursday, March 26 12:00 pm Lenten Noonday Service and Luncheon
Friday, March 27 10am Exercise Club

Date Pastor/Vicar Worship Assistant Lector

Saturday, Mar. 21 | Bob Thomas
Sunday, Mar. 22 | Bob Thomas Mike Ward Ed Hauck

STATEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL MISSION: TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Trinity Lutheran Church is a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and serving community of baptized
Christians. It is a welcoming place where the Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are celebrated
according to the Gospel. As a community of believers, we challenge each other to respond to the call

of our Lord to love and minister to persons at home and throughout the world. We encourage each
other to share our time, our talents, and gifts to further the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. In these
ways, we bear witness to the love we have first received from God through Jesus Christ.
Adopted by the Congregation - January 25, 1998

“THE CONNECTING LINK”
Sunday mornings, WPPA, 1360 AM at 11:00 a.m.
Trinity Lutheran Guest Account
Password: TrinityWIFI (password is case sensitive)

E-Mail Addresses:

Chris Rothharpt, Senior Pastor: crothharpt@trinitypottsville.org
Janet Little, Administrative Assistant: jlittle@trinitypottsville.org
Melissa Amburn, Administrative Assistant: mamburn@trinitypottsville.org
Barbara Miller, Church Council President
Michael Kiehner, Organist & Choir Director
Robert Thomas, LLM Candidate

Tom Lesher, Sexton
Cathy Koons , Receptionist
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TLC March 21 —March 27, 2026

YOUTH / CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Sunday School for all ages has returned!!!

Join our beginners Sunday school class (for ages 3 years to Kindergarten) on
an adventure...we will travel back in time to experience stories of the Bible.
We’ll join Chris, Joy, and Gizmo the Robot as they help tell all the stories.

There will be snacks and craft time after the story.

We also invite you to Sunday School class for children 1st-4th grade.
First Communion & Confirmation for youth 5th grade & above.
Adult Sunday School Class
*  Our next Confirmation class is scheduled for Sunday, March 29th.
*  Our Last First Communion Classes will be held Sunday,
March 22nd. following worship.

Our kids would love YOUR help!
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH!!!

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Bulletins: 4/12/2026, 4/26/2026
Radio Ministry: 4/19/2026
Digital Ministry: 4/12/2026, 4/19/2026, 4/26/2026,
If you would like to sponsor any of the dates above, please call Melissa in
the church office (570) 622-9910

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Lenten Noonday services:  Thursdays March 12, 19, 26 & April 2
Palm Sunday (& Saturday): March 28 @ 6PM & 29 @ 9:30AM
Maundy Thursday: April 2 @ 7:30PM ONLY
(First Communion recipients)
Good Friday Solemn Service: April 3 @ 2:30PM
Good Friday Tenebrae: April 3 @ 7:30PM
Easter Vigil service Sat: April 4 @ 7:30PM
Easter Sunday services: April 5 @ 8:30AM & 11AM
Youth-led services Sat & Sun:  April 11 @ 6PM & 12 @ 9:30AM




SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS

Prayer Shawl Ministry
To date, more than 65 shawls have been distributed to recipients
experiencing difficult times. Please keep that ministry in mind
if you identify someone in that situation. Anyone is welcome to
pick up and deliver a shawl/blanket/lap cover to anyone in
need. Please just sign out in log so each recipient doesn't re-
ceive duplicates. As pages are filled, please just place new one
on top, but filled pages are always available. Anyone talented in

crocheting and knitting is welcome to participate so this minis-
try can continue. Start-up supplies are available in the Prayer
Shawl room off Main Sunday School for your use. Thank you.

Recycling Projects
Please continue to save newspapers, prescription and non-
prescription glasses and sunglasses. We are also restarting our
collection for pull-tabs from aluminum cans. All your efforts to
date have been greatly appreciated and will continue till the end
of the year.

Help for the SPCA

During the first part of the new year we will be collecting items
for the Hillside SPCA as they are in great need of supplies for
the animals there. They sent a wishlist of items that they could
really use. Items such as, Fabuloso, dish detergent, laundry de-

tergent, toilet paper, paper towels, soft dog treats (Made in the
USA), peanut butter, Purina or Pedigree dog food (dry and wet),
Dog and Cat toys, kitty food and water dishes, tuna, Friskies cat

food (dry or wet), cat litter, bunny pellets, Timothy hay, bunny

treats, bunny toys, bunny litter boxes. We will be collecting

from January until March.




SENIOR/FAMILY MINISTRY
March
Paint Party on Sunday, March 29th with Shannon Haley, we
will be doing spring paintings. Cost is still $25/person and refresh-
ments will be available.

If you are interested in any of these events, please sign up in
the church office or call 570-622-9910.

Basket Auction
We would like to have a Basket Auction at the end of
April, and we will need basket donations from the congre-
gation. The baskets can have a theme or you could donate
a prize. Your help will be greatly appreciated. The money
will be going toward trips for Adults and our Youth. Thank

you. If you have any questions please contact Melissa in
the Church Office 570-622-9910.




UPCOMING GROUP MEETINGS AT TRINITY

FRIEDA HOH
April—will meet on April 21st at 6:30pm. Hostesses will be:
Joan Honicker, Dorothea Schappell, and Betty Greenback.
We will have a “Rummageless Rummage Sale”, each mem-
ber is asked to donate $5.00.

CIRCLE YV
April —-Due to Holy Week, Circle V will have a change in our
meeting schedule to Thursday, April 9th, 2026 at noon. Host-
ess will be Circle Leaders & Carolyn Gauntlett. Kim Searle
local artist and Community Life Director at Providence Place
will be our guest speaker. We look forward to seeing our
members and anyone else who may be interested in attending.
We can promise an interesting program, desserts, and fellow-
ship!

Mother’s Day Brunch

Join us Sunday, May 3rd at 11:00am in Trinity Hall. This
brunch is sponsored by Women of Trinity. Ticket are availa-

ble from March 15th through April 26th after the 9:30am
church service in the Main Sunday School Room. Tickets will
not be available at the door for this event. Seating is limited

to 96 tickets, so get your tickets early!
Tickets are also available from Marie Weikel, Teresa
Stoffregen, & Susan Morgan.




elebrate

Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2026

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows
of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will
live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this

vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and
he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley;
it was full of bones. He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the val-
ley, and they were very dry. *He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones liver” I answered, “O
Lord Gop, you know.” *Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O
dry bones, hear the word of the Lorp. *Thus
says the Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. ®I will
lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the Lorp.”

’So I prophesied as I had been com-
manded, and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. °I looked,
and there were sinews on them, and flesh
had come upon them, and skin had cov-
ered them, but there was no breath in

them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” I prophe-
sied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood
on their feet, a vast multitude.

UThen he said to me, “Mortal, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope
is lost; we are cut off completely.” *Therefore
prophesy and say to them: Thus says the
Lord Gop: I am going to open your graves
and bring you up from your graves, O my
people, and I will bring you back to the land
of Israel. '*And you shall know that I am the
LorD when I open your graves and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. "I
will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lorp, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”



Psalm

Psalm 130; refrain, Ps. 130:5

n_£ — I ks 3 — T e T I
| fam) S B I i T I = = S
RS . B B B . & w15 g

I wait for you, O LLORD; in your word is my hope.

Out ! of the depths
I cry to ! you, O LORD;
20 LORD, ! hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.

*If you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O Lorp, ! who could stand?
*Yet with you ! is forgiveness,

in order that you ! may be feared. R

5] wait for you, O LorD; ! my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord

more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.

7O Israel, wait for the LorD, for with the LorD there is ! steadfast love;
with the LorD there is plen- ! teous redemption.

8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R

Second Reading

Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind
our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God
raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
“For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ®and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.
“But you are not in the flesh; you are in
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit

of Christ does not belong to him. “But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead be-
cause of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. 'If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.



Gospel

John 11:1-45

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls

his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. *Mary was the one who anointed
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
5So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord,
he whom you love is ill.” *But when Jesus
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead
to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” ?Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, °after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” ®The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now
trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble because
they see the light of this world. YBut those
who walk at night stumble because the light
is not in them.” "After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” *The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will be all right.” *Jesus, howev-
er, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely
to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. ""For your sake I am glad
I was not there, so that you may believe. But
let us go to him.” *Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

"When Jesus arrived, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. "*Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
some two miles away, 'Yand many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. **When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
2IMartha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.
22ZBut even now I know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” **Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” *Martha said
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” **Jesus said
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me, even though they
die, will live, 2%and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
the one coming into the world.”

2®When she had said this, she went back
and called her sister Mary and told her pri-
vately, “The Teacher is here and is calling
for you.” ?And when she heard it, she got
up quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus
had not yet come to the village but was still
at the place where Martha had met him.
$'The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and
go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. **When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” **When
Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said
to him, “Lord, come and see.” *Jesus began
to weep. **So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” *”But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?”

3¥Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed,
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.”
“Tesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that
if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” ¥So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. *’I knew that
you always hear me, but I have said this for
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” *When
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” ¥*The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of
cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“Many of the Jews, therefore, who had
come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.



Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sus-
tained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and
peace to all who gather in your name.
Breathe into us so that we may share
your message of forgiveness, hope, and
love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew land-
scapes that have dried up, prosper the
work of those who restore homes and
habitats after natural disasters, and sus-
tain places where biodiversity thrives
(local places in nature may be named).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders
trapped by fear to act boldly for justice,
free all who live in places of war and vi-
olence, and guide refugees and asylum
seekers to safety. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

We pray for all people in need. Take
away the stone of poverty that weighs
down so many. Console any who weep
and heal all who are sick (especially).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the
hearts and spirits of all preparing to be
baptized (especially). Deepen our won-
der at the mystery of your resurrection
and life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan
Edwards and) all people who have died
in faith. Give us faith to trust in your
power to redeem and save, and bring
us up from our graves to life in you.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through
Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Monday Psalm 143. Tuesday (commemoration of Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr,
died 1980) 2 Kings 4:18-37. Wednesday (Annunciation of Our Lord) Luke 1:26-38. Thursday Psalm
31:9-16. Friday Philippians 1:21-30. Saturday Mark 10:32-34. Passion/Palm Sunday (commemoration of
Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824) Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11;
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54.
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