
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

300 West Arch Street, Pottsville, PA  17901 

Phone : (570) 622-9910     Fax:  (570) 622-7451 
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 3rd Week of Advent 

December 10-11, 2022 

Worship can be viewed LIVE on Sunday, December 11th at 9:30 am: 

www.trinitypottsville.com  

Or we invite you to listen on Sunday mornings at 11:00 am   

on the radio stations: 

WPPA 1360 AM OR 105.9 FM   

Blue Christmas 

Sunday, December 11 at 6:30 pm 

Advent Noon Day Service 

Thursday, December 15 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 

       5:00 pm, 7:30 pm and 10:00 pm     

           W-3 
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Confession 

Pastor/Vicar:    In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen.  

 

Pastor/Vicar:    God of all mercy and consolation, 

   come to the help of your people, 

   turning us from our sin 

   to live for you alone. 

   Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

   that we may confess our sin, 

   receive your forgiveness, 

   and grow into the fullness, 

   of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

Pastor/Vicar:    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Pastor/Vicar:    Most merciful God, 

Congregation:  we confess that we are captive to sin 

   and cannot free ourselves. 

   We have sinned against you 

   In thought, word, and deed, 

   by what we have done 

   and by what we have left undone. 

   We have not loved you 

   with our whole heart; 

   we have not loved 

   our neighbors as ourselves. 

   For the sake 

   of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

   have mercy on us. 

   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

   so that we may delight in your will 

   and walk in your ways, 

   to the glory of your holy name. 

   Amen. 

 

Pastor/Vicar:  In the mercy of almighty God, 

   Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

   and for his sake 

   God forgives us all our sins. 

   By his authority, 

   I therefore declare to you 

   the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

   in the name of the Father, 

   and of the Son, 

   and the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

  

  

  

 



 

 

 Prelude: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   Robert W. Thygerson 

Entrance hymn: #242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (next page) 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

   

  

  



Greeting  

Pastor/Vicar  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Litany: 

Pastor/Vicar  To those we love who are far from us; we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Hear our prayers and come. 

  

Pastor/Vicar  To all who are suffering;  we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Hear our prayers and come. 

  

Pastor/Vicar  To those who are traveling and those preparing for the arrival of  

   children; we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Hear our prayers and come. 

  

Pastor/Vicar  To those whose hearts are untouched by the joy of this season;  

   we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Hear our prayers and come. 

  

Pastor/Vicar  To those whom we hurt or ignored; we pray O Lord, 

Congregation  Hear our prayers and come. 

  

Pastor/Vicar  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears  

   to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may   

   bring forth the fruits of repentance; reigns with you and the Holy  

    Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Liturgy   (Insert) 

  

Saturday, December 10 Sunday, December 11 

Reader 1: Reagan Trezise Reader 1: Riley Moran 

Reader 2: Reilly Trezise Reader 2: Dylan Hinkle 

    

Candle lighter: Trezise Family Candle lighter: Hinkle Family 

 

  



 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 

WEEK 3: December 10-11 
 

Reader 1: From the 35th chapter of Isaiah: 

  “The wilderness and the dry land  

shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice  

and blossom; like the crocus.  It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with 

joy and singing . . . A highway shall 

be there, and it shall be called the 

Holy Way; the unclean shall not  

travel on it, but it shall be for God’s 

people; no traveler, not even fools, 

shall go astray. . . And the  

ransomed of the LORD shall return 

and come to Zion with singing;  

everlasting joy shall be upon  

obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away.” 

   

Reader 2: The prophet Isaiah tells us about  

the joy of ascending to God’s house.   

The prophet tells us to imagine being set free, being unburdened, being 

released to live, to fully live in the grace and wonder of life itself, surrounded 

by those who love us like no one else.  And then he tells us that the journey to 

get there is just as much a joy. 



Reader 1: From the 146th Psalm: The psalmist says 

  “Happy are these whose help is the God of 

  Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord. . . who  

  made heaven and earth. . . who keeps faith. . . 

who executes justice. . .gives food. . .sets prisoners free. . . opens eyes. . .lifts up . 

. watches over . . .upholds. . .The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for 

all 

generations.  Praise the Lord!” 

  

 

Reader 2: We light these candles, the candle of joyous 

  hope, of proclaimed peace, and of deep and  

  everlasting joy, as a sign that we are those 

who walk with a skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is 

pure joy, we are ascending to God’s promise. 

 

Three candles on the Advent wreath are lit. 

 

Hymn-#240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  

(Stanza 1,2&3)) 

  

1.  Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness. 

  He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 

2.   Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

gently lead them homeward. 

3.  Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 

  



 
  



 

 

Congregation: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   

   You have the words of eternal life. 

   Alleluia, alleluia.  

Pastor/Vicar:   The holy gospel according to Matthew the 11th Chapter  

Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:   Matthew 11:2-11   Today’s Readings Insert  

Pastor/Vicar:   The gospel of our Lord. 

Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon       Vicar Stephanie Roth (Sat) 

        David Hope-Tringali (Sun) 

 

  

Hymn of the Day: #255 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness  (next page) 

  

 

  

  

  



 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Offering 

Anthem:  Come, Emmanuel, Come (9:30)  Ruth Elaine Schramm 

  Senior Choir  

Offertory Response: #185 Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away 

from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Prayer Hymn-#752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

Prayers 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor/Vicar   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:(sung)  And also with you. 

  

Pastor/Vicar   Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation:(sung)  We lift them to the Lord. 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  



Pastor    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation:(sung)  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

Pastor    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all  

    times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty  

    and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this  

    day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  

    resurrection open to us the way of everlasting life.  And so with  

    all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts  

    of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Congregation:(sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,   

    heav’n and earth are full of your glory.   

    Hosanna in the highest.   

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

    Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Pastor    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   

    bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

    saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this  

    for the remembrance of me. 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it  

    for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my   

    blood,  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  

    sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Pastor    The Peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

Pastor    Greet one another with the peace of the Lord. 

  

Hymns during communion: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



  

Pastor/Vicar   May the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

    Strengthen You and Keep You in His Grace.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Canticle #204  Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy with 

shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing 

Pastor/Vicar: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Worship Assistant:  Go in peace.  To Love and Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

  

Recessional Hymn: # 249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   (next page) 

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

 



  

  

                                     

 

                               

  

  

  

  



God be with you till we meet again, 

By His counsels guide uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Organ Postlude               

Any songs published in this bulletin: 

Copyright: 

Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 

CCLI License#: 11375905 

 

Heffner Memorial/Emergency Fund: 

In memory of Donald Walsh by his family. 

In memory of Beatie Walsh by her family. 

In memory of Jeanne, “Chow” and Ross Heffner by Lisa. 

 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of our family by LaVerne and Chuck 

Seaman. 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of our parents, Leah and Harold  

Renninger by children, Harold, Charles, Thomas, Judy, Francis, Melvin and Becky. 

The Altar Flowers have been provided this weekend by: Bella Florist 
Altar Flowers openings: Please call church office.     Cost=$30 

Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of our grandparents, Leah and Harold 

Renninger by Shawn and Jason Thomas. 

Bulletin openings:  Please Call Church office      Cost=$30. 

Children’s Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of deceased class members, by 

Craft Class. 

Radio ministry is presented to the Glory of God and in honor and sponsored by the Uranko Family in 

memory of Grant Uranko and in honor of Edna Uranko on her 96th Birthday on December 16th. 

Digital Ministry is presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Jenny, Jamie and Janette on their 

December birthdays by Aunt Pat. 

Radio & Digital Ministry openings:  Please Call Church Office.     Cost=$30 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Pastor Chris  crothharpt@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Vicar Stephanie Roth sroth@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com  

Jean Miller jmiller@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Janet Little  jlittle@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Maryann Lascala  mlascala@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Main email address  tlccares@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 
“THE CONNECTING LINK” 

Sunday mornings, WPPA, 1360 AM at 11:00 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Guest Account 

Password: TrinityWIFI 

(password is case sensitive) 
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 TRINITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

 

Sat. December 10 6:00 Worship: 3rd week Advent 

Sun. December 11 9:30 Worship: 3rd week Advent 

  10:30 Sunday School 

  10:30 New Members class 

  10:45-12:15 Commandment 3 

  6:30 Blue Christmas 

Mon. December 12 6:30-8:30 Adult Volleyball 

 6:00 Finance Meeting 

Tues. December 13 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

  5:00-7:00 Private Youth Volleyball 

  7:00 Church Council Meeting 

Thur. December 15 12:00 Advent Noon Day 

 

Date Pastor/Pastor/Vicar Worship Assistant Lector 

Sat., Dec. 10 Pastor/Vicar 

Stephanie 

Christina Linder 

  

Candle Lighter 

1:Reagan Trezise 

2:Reilly Trezise 

Trezise Family 

Sun. Dec. 11 Pastor/Vicar 

Stephanie 

Mike Ward 

  

Candle Lighter 

1:Riley Moran 

2:Dylan Hinkle 

Hinkle Family 

 

  



STATEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL MISSION 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and serving community of baptized  

Christians.  It is a welcoming place where the Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are  

celebrated according to the Gospel.  As a community of believers, we challenge each other to  

respond to the call of our Lord to love and minister to persons at home and throughout the world.   

We encourage each other to share our time, our talents,  and gifts to further the mission of our Lord  

Jesus Christ.  In these ways, we bear  witness to the love we have first received from God through Jesus Christ. 

Adopted by the Congregation 

January 25, 1998 
Chris Rothharpt, Senior Pastor 

Pastor/Vicar Stephanie Roth 

Robert Thomas, Church Council President 

Michael Kiehner, Organist & Choir Director 

Jean Miller, Church Secretary, Janet Little, Church Secretary,  

Maryann Lascala, Coordinator of Senior Services, Jim Honicker, Sexton 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR: 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

WHY: For many people the Christmas holidays  

do not bring joy and happiness.  Dealing with the death of  

a loved one … living with cancer or some other  

debilitating disease … facing life after divorce or separation … and many 

other traumatic situations make  

sharing happiness very painful for many folks. 

 COME JOIN US FOR A TIME OF COMFORT …  

A TIME TO FOCUS ON THE COMFORT GOD  

OFFERS DURING DARK TIMES!!! 

 WHERE:  TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 WEST ARCH ST. POTTSVILLE 

WHEN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022, 6:30 PM 

 QUESTIONS:  CALL TRINITY’S OFFICE 

(570) 622-9910 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS & UPDATES 

  

  

Join us for worship next weekend when our youth lead worship.  

Confirmation and Sunday School students will be participating and as a special treat, our 

Sunday School kids will present an anthem, “Jesus Loves Me”. The kids have been practicing, 

are excited about sharing their song with you!   

  

Many, many thanks to all who helped make Christmas ornaments and to those helped 

decorate the trees at the Christmas Gala. Your efforts are sure to brighten the lives of some 

children this year! 

  

Confirmation class meets this weekend following Sunday worship. Our lesson focuses on the 3rd 

Commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy”. According to Luther’s small 

catechism, “We should fear and love God that we may not despise preaching and His Word, but 

hold it sacred, and gladly hear and learn it. Martin Luther took it Keep Holy the Sabbath.”  If you 

are interested in taking a deeper dive into and gaining a better understanding of the 

commandments and how they relate to our daily lives, please feel free to join our confirmation 

classes. Any and all adults are welcome. We meet in the lower level social room.   

  

Save the Date….On January 14 at 9 am, youth will climb into their rockers to begin their 24 - 

hour (Kids helping Kids) rock-a-thon. In a few weeks kids will be asking for your support (prayers 

and monetary) of their efforts to make life a little easier for others. Kids have not yet selected a 

charity, but we expect that to happen shortly. Keep your eyes peeled for future bulletin 

announcements regarding this event. A sign up list for those in grades 3 - 5 wishing to rock can 

be found on the youth table in the main Sunday School room. A special meeting for ALL who 

are rocking will be held following worship on December 18. We’ll gather in the main Sunday 

School room.  We are also looking for adult chaperones. If you are interested in helping kids help 

other kids, please see any of our confirmation team members: Pastor Chris, Vicar Stephanie, Melissa 

Heckart, Joan Honicker, Cindy McGeever, Christina Linder, Jean Angelo or Karen Wood. We can surely 

use your help!  

 

Coffee and Conversation with Vicar Stephanie will be held Sundays following worship in the 

main Sunday School room. All adults are welcome to join this informal gathering for a time to 

relax and chat. P.S. Even if you don’t drink coffee, you can still join us! 
  

  

  

  



 From the Desk of Vicar Stephanie 
 

Internship Project – Who is my Neighbor? 
I am excited to partner with the people of Trinity as we consider the question 

“Who is my Neighbor?” through my internship project. During my time here, I will 

explore through sermons what Jesus says regarding who are our neighbors and 

how we are called to serve our neighbors.  

Phase 1 – Blessing Bags – Trinity Immediate neighborhood 

Phase one was completed and implemented in October. The “Blessing 

Bags” were assembled by the confirmation youth and blessed during 

worship. Each bag contains personal care items, non-perishable food, local agency 

list and message of hope. Bags are in the office ready for distribution.    

  

Phase 2 – Jesus, Jammies & Joy – Schuylkill & Berks County  

Phase two is nearing completion. During the month of November, we 

collected children’s pajamas for local children in need. Pajamas will be  

distributed in the next few weeks through Adopt a Child, Schuylkill Hope 

Center, Safe Berks and Mary’s Shelter in time to bring joy to the children 

this Christmas. 

  

Phase 3 – Tree 4 Hope – International Guatemala 

Tree 4 Hope is a non-profit organization committed to providing a bright 

future of long-term hope for children, elders, and their families in 

Guatemala and around the world through educational, health, and mental 

wellness outreach programs. 

Join us Sunday, December 11, 2022 during 9:30 am worship as Jennifer and 

David Hope-Tringali share the mission of Tree 4 Hope and how we can help 

our neighbors in Guatemala. 

During Lent you are encouraged to set aside $1 per week to support the 

programs of Tree 4 Hope that provide the hope of a brighter future to 

children in Guatemala. 
  

  

https://www.facebook.com/tree4hope


Circle V Meeting 

Circle V will not meet in January. 

Next Meeting:  

Thursday, February 2, 12:00 noon 

Meet Brian Thomas and 

Service dog, Snoopy 

Hostesses: Sharon Haffey & Dolores Barton 

 

FRIEDA HOH Meeting 

Frieda Hoh Circle has voted to change our meeting night to the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

permanently instead of the 4th Tuesday.  It will still be at 6:30 pm unless we need to meet 

earlier.  

Frieda Hoh will not meet in January. 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 pm. 

  



PLEASE JOIN US FOR: 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

WHY: For many people the Christmas holidays do not bring 

joy and happiness.  Dealing with the death of a loved one … living 

with cancer or some other debilitating disease … facing life after 

divorce or separation … and many other traumatic situations make 

sharing happiness very painful for many folks. 

 

COME JOIN US FOR A TIME OF COMFORT … A TIME TO 

FOCUS ON THE COMFORT GOD OFFERS DURING DARK 

TIMES!!! 

 

WHERE:  TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 West ARCH ST. 

POTTSVILLE 

WHEN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 

6:30 PM 

 

QUESTIONS:  CALL TRINITY’S OFFICE 

(570) 622-9910 
 



  

 

 


