
 

  

 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 West Arch Street, Pottsville, PA  570-622-9910 

Pastor Chris Rothharpt 

THE VIGIL OF EASTER 

Saturday, April 16, 2022 – 7:30 P.M. 

  

 Welcome to the “Vigil of Easter”, one of the most ancient services in Christendom.  As last 

night’s Tenebrae Service ended in darkness, so does this evening’s service begin that way. 

  

 The climax of what began on Maundy Thursday is reached in this service, which is full of  

contrasts between darkness and light, death and life, chaos and order, slavery and freedom.  The 

cross is vindicated as the Lord’s throne, and the fullness of salvation finds expression.  Through the 

Word, the Sacraments are revealed as the means of God’s salvation. 

  

 Four sections comprise the Vigil of Easter.  The Service of Light, The Service of Readings, The Order 

 for Holy Baptism, and The Celebration of Holy Communion. 

  

The Service of Light begins with the lighting of the Christ Candle.  The opening prayers remind us that 

‘this is the night’ when Christians remember and celebrate God’s activity to rescue us. 

  

The Service of Readings from the Old Testament recalls God’s action as the Creator and the Restorer of 

Life - as He rescued His people and renewed their relationship with Him. 

  

Remembering the Sacrament of Holy Baptism reminds us that in this Sacrament, we are joined to the 

death and resurrection of Christ our old self is ‘drowned’ and we are then ‘raised up’ to new life.  In the 

ancient church, this was the only service of the year at which Baptisms took place.  We use tonight’s 

service as an opportunity to remember our own Baptismal vows.  The Service of Holy Communion 

starts with the announcement of the resurrection, and the celebration begins! 

  

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

  

Pastor: Dear friends in Christ:  On this most holy night in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 

death to life, the church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in 

vigil and prayer.  For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing His Word and  

  celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over death. 

  

After the Christ Candle is lit, it is brought into  

the Sanctuary, at which time the following is said: 

  

Pastor:  May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

Congregation: Amen. 

  

  



As the Christ Candle is carried to its position in the 

 chancel, we will pause 3 times to say the following: 

  

Pastor:  The light of Christ, 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

  

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION 

  

Pastor:  Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels; rejoice 

  now all creation; sound out, trumpet of salvation and 

  celebrate the triumph of our King. 

  

  Rejoice, O Church, clothed in the brightness of this light. 

  Let this house ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of 

  God’s people. 

  

  To all of you who stand near this marvelous and holy 

  light, join with me, I ask you, in praising the loving  

  kindness of Almighty God; through our Lord Jesus Christ,   

  Your Son, who lives and rules with You in the unity of the     

  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

  

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should always and everywhere, with our whole 

heart and mind and voice, sing praise to You, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, 

and Your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for He is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 

feast of the Passover, paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by His blood, delivered 

Your faithful people. 

  

Pastor:  This is the night in which, in ancient times, you brought our forebearers, the children of 

Israel,   out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

   

This is the night in which the darkness of sin has been taken away by the rising 

brightness. 

   

This is the night when all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of 

sin and are renewed in grace and are restored to holiness. 

   

This is the night when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell and rose victorious from 

the grave. 

   



  This is the night which shines like the day, when wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed  

 away. 

   

 This is the night in which innocence is restored to the fallen and joy to those who mourn. 

  

 Evil is humbled; discord is banished, and peace is offered to all the world. 

  

 This is the night when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God. 

  

 We pray, therefore, Holy Father, that this candle, lighted to the honor of Your name, may  

 continue to burn brightly and dispel all the darkness of our night. 

  

 May Christ, the Morning Star which never sets, find it ever burning—He who gives light to all  

 creation and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

  

THE SERVICE OF READINGS 

First Lesson:  Genesis 1:1-2:2 

   Silence For Reflection 

Prayer:  

Pastor:   Almighty God, You wonderfully created… 

   … Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

Second Lesson:  Exodus 14:21-31 

Prayer: 

Pastor:   O God, whose wonderful deeds of old… 

   … through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

  

Hymn - When Israel Was In Egypt’s Land 

1. When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my people go; 

 Oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go. 

  

Refrain: 

 Go down Moses, way down in Egypt’s land, 

 Tell old Pharaoh; let my people go. 

  

2. The Lord told Moses what to do, let my people go; 

 To lead the childr’n of Israel through, let my people go.  (Refrain) 

3. The pillar of cloud shall clear the way, let my people go. 

 A fire by night, a shade by day, let my people go.   (Refrain) 

4. As Israel stood by the water side, let my people go. 

 At God’s command it did divide, let my people go.   (Refrain) 

5. When they had reached the other shore, let my people go. 

 They sang the song of triumph o’er, let my people go.  (Refrain) 

  

  



Third Lesson:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Prayer 

Pastor:   O God, by the Passover of the Son. 

   … through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

  

Gospel:  John 20:1-18  

Pastor:   Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

Congregation:  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

  

Fanfare: Glorious Majesty         Lani Smith    

                                                                             

Hymn - #366  The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done  Victory 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1.The strife is o’er, the battle done; now is the victor’s triumph won!   

Now be the song of praise begun.  Alleluia! 

2.The pow’rs of death have done their worst;  

Jesus their legions has dispersed.  Let shouts of holy joy outburst.  Alleluia! 

3.The three sad days have quickly sped, Christ rises glorious from the dead.   

All glory to our risen head! Alleluia! 

4.Christ closed the yawning gates of hell; the bars from heav’n’s high  

portals fell.  Let hymns of praise his triumph tell.  Alleluia! 

5.Lord, by the stripes which wounded you, from death’s sting free your servants too, that 

we may live and sing to you.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

  

Pastor:   Let us pray: 

  O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s  

  resurrection, stir up in Your Church that spirit of adoption which is given to us in  

  Baptism; that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship   

   You in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord,    

   who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  

  now and forever. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

  

Sermon    

   

Hymn: #367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  Lasst uns erfreuen (next page) 

  

 



  



REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 

  

Pastor:   Dear Friends in Christ: 

As the people of God who are gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we confess as 

a church that we are buried with Christ by Baptism into His death and raised with 

Him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 

observance is ended, to remember the promises of Holy Baptism. 

  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 

took delight. Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his family, 

and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the 

river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the 

baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin 

and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life.  To you be given honor 

and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Congregation:  Amen.   

  

Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

  

Pastor:   Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Congregation:  I renounce them. 

  

Pastor:   Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Congregation:  I renounce them. 

  

Pastor:   Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Congregation:  I renounce them. 

  

Pastor:   Do you believe in God the Father? 

Congregation:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   Creator of heaven and earth. 

  

  



Pastor:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

Congregation:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven, 

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Pastor:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Congregation:  I believe in the Holy Spirt,  

   the holy catholic church,  

   the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. 

Pastor: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

keep us in eternal life by His grace, in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

Offering 

Solo:     Alleluja from Exultate, Jubilate                             Mozart 

                                        Mary Nell Sterner 
 

Offertory Response: #185 Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from 

your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and 

uphold me with your free Spirit.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me. 

 

Prayer Hymn-#752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

 

Prayers 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor    The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:(sung)  And also with you. 

Pastor    Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation:(sung)  We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



Congregation:(sung)  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection open to us the way of everlasting 

life.  And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Congregation:(sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are 

    full of your glory.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.   

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

    Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Pastor In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

  

Pastor    The Peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Congregation:   And also with you. 

Pastor    Greet one another with the peace of the Lord. 

  

Hymns during communion: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace. 

  

Communion hymn: #362 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing   (next page) 

  

 

  

  

  



  



  

Pastor    May the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus     

    Christ Strengthen You and Keep You in His Grace.  Amen. 

  

Post Communion Canticle  Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy with 

shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Pastor:    Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, go in  peace  

    to love and serve the Lord. 

Congregation:   THANKS BE TO GOD.  ALLELUIA!  

  

Recessional Hymn: #382 Christ is Risen? Alleluia!  Morgenlied  (next page) 

  

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God be with you till we meet again, 

By His counsels guide uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Organ Postlude       Christus Resurrexit      Gordon Young   

Any songs published in this bulletin: 

Copyright: 

Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 

CCLI License#: 11375905 

  

Trinity Lutheran Guest Account 

Password: TrinityWIFI 

(password is case sensitive) 

 

“THE CONNECTING LINK” 

Sunday mornings, WPPA, 1360 AM at 11:00 a.m. 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Pastor Chris  crothharpt@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Jean Miller jmiller@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Janet Little  jlittle@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Maryann Lascala  mlascala@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Main email address  tlccares@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 
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TRINITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

 

 

Friday, April 15 2:30 Good Friday Service 

  7:30 Tenebrae Service 

Saturday, April 16 7:30 Easter Vigil 

Sunday, April 17 8:30 / 11:00 Easter Service 

Monday, April 18 9:30 Lily pickup 

  6:30-8:30 Adult Volleyball 

Tuesday, April 19 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

Wednesday, April 20 7-9:00 Boy Scouts Roundtable 

Thursday, April 21 4:00-sellout Yorkville Hose Pot Pie 

Friday, April 22 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

Saturday, April 23 6:00 Youth Led Worship  

Sunday, April 24 9:30 Youth Led Worship 

  10:30 Sunday School 

  10:30 1st Communion Class 

Monday, April 25   Soup Kitchen 

  6:30-8:30 Adult Volleyball 

Tuesday, April 26 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

  6:30 Frieda Hoh 

 

  

 

 



STATEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL MISSION 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and serving community of baptized  

Christians.  It is a welcoming place where the Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are  

celebrated according to the Gospel.  As a community of believers, we challenge each other to  

respond to the call of our Lord to love and minister to persons at home and throughout the world.   

We encourage each other to share our time, our talents,  and gifts to further the mission of our Lord  

Jesus Christ.  In these ways, we bear  witness to the love we have first received from God through Jesus Christ. 

Adopted by the Congregation 

January 25, 1998 
  

Chris Rothharpt, Senior Pastor 

Robert Thomas, Church Council President, Michael Kiehner, Organist & Choir Director 

Jean Miller, Church Secretary, Janet Little, Church Secretary,  

Maryann Lascala, Coordinator of Senior Services, Jim Honicker, Sexton 

  

 

 


