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Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,

There is an old, OLD, OLD philosophical story…probably older than the
philosopher to whom it is most ascribed (Plato, in his work “Republic”), entitled
“The Cave”. (The premise is somewhat based upon Plato’s thoughts on education,
belief vs. knowledge, our nature of existence (described by Plato as “Forms” in his
discussions with Socrates), and humanities inability to look beyond itself and
understand the greater world around itself). For those of you
unfamiliar with this allegory, here is an EXTREMELY brief synopsis:
There are individuals in a cave, unable to mover their bodies or heads (they
can only look forward at the wall of the cave), completely unaware of
anything around them. Behind them there is a person hidden below what
would be their line of sight, serving as a “puppeteer” if you will. Behind the
hidden individual is a fire that casts shadows upon the wall.
The “puppeteer” uses the fire, and the items at their disposal, to cast
shadows upon the wall in front of the individuals
unable to move.
In response to what the individuals see on the wall, they are amazed and
bewildered, unable to understand what they are seeing, where the images
and sounds are coming from, or comprehend any meaning beyond simply
the shadows on the wall.
I bring this allegory to our attention from the standpoint of the light behind us…
The author of the Gospel of John writes:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” [John 1:1-5
NRSV]

In this gospel reading we are made aware of the incarnation (coming) of Christ
Jesus into our lives, our world (as co-creator with the Father and Holy Spirit) to
illumine our life and lighten our way toward our relationship with God and one
another. It has specific theological
relationship with the beginning verses of scripture from the Book of Genesis:
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. [Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV]
The author of the Gospel of Matthew further writes:
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” … 9When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until
it stopped over the place where the child was. [Matthew 2:1-2, 9 NRSV]
The image of the light plays prominently in “The Cave” allegory, and it is a major
theological theme in and for our lives in Christ Jesus, as well as throughout the
gospels and New Testament for God in Christ Jesus appearing in our lives.
We are drawn to the light of Christ Jesus. We are drawn by the light of Christ
Jesus. The light of Christ Jesus illumines our way, our path, our lives. The light of
Christ Jesus shines forth into the darkness, and the darkness (not only doesn’t
diminish it, it is wholly UNABLE to diminish it).
We are set forward in our lives, our ministries, by Faith, and by our faith, into the
year 2022, by the coming of the Christ child on Christmas, mere days ago.
The light of God that illumines the darkness. The star that lit the way for the Wise
Men to
follow and find the Son of God. Our light is the life of Christ Jesus…
All these things are like the light in the cave behind the individuals unable to see…
However, we see this Light, we know this Light…let this light shine from behind

us, as it led the way for the wise men…let this light shine from behind us to
illumine the darkness around us and before us, that we can traverse the wilderness,
cling to the hopes and promises of the birth of Christ Jesus and His Resurrection…
Let this little light of yours, mine, ours…shine forth with the brightness from
behind us, beside us, and before us, as we travel into 2022 with God binding
himself to us in Christ Jesus.
Thanks be to God!
Happy New Year and Peace be with you all!

Pastor Chris Rothharpt

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022
WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

DATE & Time
Saturday, January 1

2nd Sunday of
Christmas

Bob Thomas

2nd Sunday of
Christmas

Debbie Sheehan

Baptism of our
Lord

Debbie Sheehan

Baptism of our
Lord

Karen Wood

Saturday, January 15

2nd Sunday after

Zack Jefferson

6:00 pm

Epiphany

Sunday, January 16

2nd Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, January 22

3rd Sunday after

6:00 pm

Epiphany

Sunday, January 23

3rd Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, January 29

4th Sunday after

6:00 pm

Epiphany

Sunday, January 30

4th Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, February 5

5th Sunday after

6:00 pm

Epiphany

6:00 pm
Sunday, January 2
9:30 am
Saturday, January 8
6:00 pm
Sunday, January 9
9:30 am

Jeremy Dellock

LECTORS

Joy Evans

Bill Evans

Barbara Hoffman

Bob Thomas

Mike Ward

Mike Ward

Zack Jefferson

Bob Thomas

Joe Denning

Sunday, February 6

5th Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, February 12

6th Sunday after

6:00 pm

Epiphany

Sunday, February 13

6th Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, February 19

7th Sunday after

6:00 pm

Epiphany

Sunday, February 20

7th Sunday after

9:30 am

Epiphany

Saturday, February 26

Transfiguration of
our Lord

6:00 pm
Sunday, February 27
9:30 am

Transfiguration of
our Lord

A Prayer from
Pastor Chris:
Most gracious and loving God, as the light of the birth of Your
Son continues to shine upon us and enlightens our path forward,
and as we celebrate with the Wise Men at Christ Jesus’ coming
into our lives, we pray that Your presence continues to strengthen
us with joy, peace, and happiness as we move forward into this
new year. We ask you to guide us now, into and through the
uncharted territories of our days that lie ahead, and we ask that
Your Holy Spirit be our source of wisdom, strength, and comfort,
to us, our families and friends. Lord in Your mercy.

AMEN +
Peace be with you all!

Pastor Chris

Our current guidelines are following the CDC and PA Department of Health guidelines:

Fully vaccinated individuals (those who have received both vaccine shots or the
single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine, and are two weeks removed from their
vaccination date) are free to not wear masks should they feel safe to do so.
Those who have not yet been fully vaccinated are asked to continue to wear a mask for
their safety and peace of mind.

For anyone who wishes to remain safe by continuing to wear a mask, they are certainly
welcome to do so.
As always, we want everyone to feel safe coming back to church and we invite and
welcome everyone back to worship in a safe and healthy environment!

Thank you and
Peace be with you!
Pastor Chris

NEW MEMBERS CLASSES:
SUNDAY, January 16
Sunday, January 23
Following 9:30 service

CIRCLE V MEETING
Circle V will not meet in the month of January.
Weather permitting, our next scheduled meeting will be on Thursday, February 3,
2022.
There will be no outside speaker presentation at the February meeting.
Our meeting will be a movie/game day/fellowship gathering.
Hostesses for February will be Kathy Kritak and Nancy Berger.
We wish everyone a Happy New Year full of good health, happiness and all
God’s Blessings.
We look forward to seeing everyone on February 3, 2022.
New members are welcome in the New Year.
Any questions regarding Circle V, please contact Teresa Stoffregen
(570-622-7918)
FRIEDA HOH MEETING
There will be NO Meeting in January
Next meeting: Tuesday, February 22 at 6:30 pm
RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE
Wednesday, February 2nd 1:00-6:00 in TRINITY HALL
Wednesday, March 30th 1:00-6:00 in TRINITY HALL

YOUTH NEWS

Calling all students in Grades 8 - 12!! Are you looking for an experience that
significantly impacts the lives of others? Interested in being a part of something
that is bigger than yourself? If so, then please join us on Sunday, February 27
(following worship) to hear about an amazing opportunity we have to participate in
Camp Frederick’s Summer Servant Camp week. Camp Frederick, an ELCA
outdoor ministry camp, located in Rogers, Ohio, offers church groups (and
individuals) meaningful service work that can help you:
- Discover new ways of looking at your faith - and how it can play out in today’s
world;
- Discover some talents/skills you never knew you had;
- Get to know your “church friends” a bit more;
- Make new friends; and
- Have a ton of fun.
Youth and parents are invited to join us to learn about this exciting opportunity!
THE ROCK-A-THON IS COMING!
Trinity’s youth are invited to participate in this year’s Rock-A-Thon, which will be
held (we hope!!!) March 19 - 20. All youth in grades 3 - 12 are invited to join us.
So, what is the Rock-A-Thon? It’s a tradition at Trinity that started about 40 years
ago, in the late 1970’s and continues to be one of the favorite activities our kids do
- and one our adults have a lot of fun with, too! It’s a 24-hour event intended to
raise money to help other kids. Our theme “Kids Rockin’ for Kids”, means that our
kids will climb into their rocking chairs and ask sponsors to support them
(financially) for whatever period of time they will be rocking. This year’s event
begins at 9 am on March 19 and concludes at 9 am March 20. A child’s age will
determine the length of time they can rock.
Our confirmation youth met Sunday evening (Jan. 2) and decided that all monies
raised will be donated to the Ronald McDonald houses in Danville and Hershey.
At this point we don’t know what their needs are, but will certainly have that
information confirmed during our next confirmation class.
Youth in grades 3 - those in First Communion class may rock for either 6 or 12
hours and confirmation youth - high school rock for 6, 12 or 24 hours. Six hours
can be 9 am to 3 pm or 3 pm to 9 pm; Twelve hours are 9 am to 9 pm and (of
course) the 24 hours are 9 am - 9 am. Youth are also more than welcome invite a
friend to participate in the Rock-A-Thon.

An informational meeting will be held prior to confirmation class on Sunday,
February 20 at 5:00 pm. If you want to find out more about the Rock-A-Thon or
want to participate (and are not currently in confirmation) please call the church
office (570-622-9910) or let us know via email
(tlcpottsvilleconfirmation@gmail.com) you’ll be attending. Attendance at the
meeting is required for those who wish to rock. Parents may attend with their child
or on their behalf.
CONFIRMATION UPDATE
Information was recently sent out to parents regarding changes in the confirmation
class schedule. The changes are as follows:
February 5: Cancelled day-long retreat
February 6: Scheduled Confirmation Class.
This is to make-up the December class we cancelled.
February 19 - 20: Rock-A-Thon rescheduled to March 19 - 20.
February 20: Rock-A-Thon meeting at 5, Class follows meeting.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to speak with of our Confirmation
Team members, Pastor Chris, Karen Wood, Joan Honicker, Cindy McGeever,
Christina Linder, Melissa Heckart, Pam Brennan or Jean Angelo, call the church
office or email us at
tlcpottsvilleconfirmation@gmail.com.
As a reminder youth should be completing worship slips when attending in person.
Slips are located in Usher’s station. When attending online, worship slips can be
obtained by emailing tlcworshipform@gmail.com.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR YOUTH WHO…
Participated in our Advent Liturgy (Readers and Candle Lighters)
Participated in streaming Christmas Eve services
Participated in Christmas Eve services (Acolytes and Ushers)
You all are the best!

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
No, it’s not a misprint… the SOUPER BOWL of Caring is held the weekend of the
Super Bowl. In this bowl, everyone is a winner! On a day when many of us will be
gathering to watch the game and enjoy some food and drink, many people will not
be having enough food to eat. This national effort, designed to help people locally,
raises awareness about hunger issues and is an effort to help those agencies who
provide food to others.
This year the Souper Bowl of Caring will take place the weekend of February 12
and 13. So how can you participate? After services, you will find our youth
stationed around the church holding soup pots. We are asking all church-goers to
donate $1.00 and place it in one of the soup pots. It’s that easy. All donations will
be forwarded to the Pottsville Soup Kitchen to help with hunger locally.
Thank you for your support in helping our Souper Bowl of Caring become a winwin for all!

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE
JANUARY-JUNE 2022

JANUARY
2
CLASS
CHRISTIAN
DENOMINATIONS

9

16
CLASS
SERVING OTHERS
THRU VOCATION
23

FEBRUARY
6
CLASS
WORLD
RELIGIONS

MARCH
APRIL
6
3
CLASS
CLASS
CONNECTING LUTHERAN
W/GOD
WORSHIP
THRU
PRAYER
13
13
10
Family Fun
Day
20
20
17
CLASS
TENTATIVE
NO CLASS
FORGIVENESS Rock-A-Thon
Easter

27

27

23-24
YOUTH
LED

30

MAY
JUNE
1
4 OR 5
CLASS
AFFIRMATION
SAVED BY OF BAPTISM
GRACE
THRU
FAITH
8
12

15
ALL
SHARING
YOUR
FAITH
22

29

RETREAT CANCELLED
ROCK-A-THON RESCHEDULED FOR MARCH

19

26

RADIO MINISTRY
We invite you to listen on Sunday
mornings at 11:00 am on
Pottsville AM/FM radio stations:
WPPA 1360 AM OR 105.9 FM
to listen to our radio ministry.
You can also sponsor the radio
ministry by calling the church
office. (570) 622-9910
$25 for half sponsorship or $50
for full sponsorship.
"We are modifying the current
format of our Radio Ministry
("The Connecting Link") in hopes
that it will help enhance
everyone's listening and
worshipping experience and
enjoyment. Our new format will
more closely reflect the worship
services that are currently
available on Trinity's website. We
thank everyone for tuning in and
listening to our Radio Ministry
services all these years. It has
been, and continues to be our
privilege to bring them to you."

TLC EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Pastor Chris
crothharpt@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com
Jean Miller
jmiller@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com
Janet Little
jlittle@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com
Maryann Lascala
mlascala@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com
Main email address
tlccares@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com

DIGITAL MINISTRY
You can now sponsor the
digital ministry for $30,
anyone interested can call the church office (570) 622-9910.

Memorials:
Adopt-A-Child
In memory of Mary Frantz & Ed Schwalm by Rosaline Frantz.
Bendle Scholarship
In memory of Grace Schuettler by Attorney Karen E. Rismiller.
In memory of Grace Schuettler by David, Daria & Abby Kayes.
In memory of Grace Schuettler by LaVerne & Chuck Seaman.
In memory of Grace Schuettler by Arlene Hasler.
In memory of Ralph & Peggy Jaeger by Paul & Joanie Dimmerling.
Elevator
In memory of Helen & Singleton Harvey by daughters, Helen Harvey, & Susan, Jack, John,
and Jordan Fees.
In memory of Grace Schuettler by Linda Shollenberger.
General Account
In memory of our mom, Jean Neithamer by Elaine & John Bosin.
She continues to inspire us to be thankful, humble & kind.
Sr. Coordinator Fund
In memory of Lamar Staller, Sr. by Peggy Schappell.
In memory of Lamar Staller, Sr. by Paul & Sandy Schappell.

Baptism:
Eliza Sue Quinn
December 5, 2021

Funeral:
Judith Mills
Service: 1/5/2022
Jean Barton
Service: 1/6/2022

UPCOMING LENTEN & EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES:
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 2
2:30 & 7:30 pm
1st Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 5

6:00 pm

1st Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 6

9:30 pm

Noon Day Service

Thursday, March 10

12:00 noon

2nd Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 12

6:00 pm

2nd Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 13

9:30 pm

Noon Day Service

Thursday, March 17

12:00 noon

3rd Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 19

6:00 pm

3rd Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 20

9:30 pm

Noon Day Service

Thursday, March 24

12:00 noon

4th Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 26

6:00 pm

4th Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 27

9:30 pm

Noon Day Service

Thursday, March 31

12:00 noon

5th Sunday in Lent

Saturday, April 2

6:00 pm

5th Sunday in Lent

Sunday, April 3

9:30 pm

Noon Day Service

Thursday, April 7

12:00 Noon

Palm Sunday

Saturday, April 9

6:00 pm

Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 10

TBD

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 14

2:30 & 7:30 pm

Good Friday

Friday, April 15

2:30 pm

Tenebrae

Friday, April 15

7:30 pm

Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 16

7:30 pm

Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 17

8:30 & 11:00 am

Adult Volleyball
Is
Back!
Mondays
6:30-8:30 pm
$3.00 per player

Adult Exercise
Is
Back!
Tuesday & Friday
10-11:00
Come & have fun with us!
We have some new DVD’s!

Our Daily Bread
We all, like sheep, have gone astray {Isaiah 53:6}
LOVE’S GREATEST GIFT
My son, Geoff was leaving a store when he saw an abandoned
walking frame (a mobility aid) on the ground. I hope there isn’t a
person back there who needs help, he thought. He glanced behind the
building and found a homeless man unconscious on the pavement.
Geoff roused him and asked if he was okay. “I’m trying to drink
myself to death,” He responded. “My tent broke in a storm, and I
lost everything. I don’t want to live.”
Geoff called a Christian rehabilitation ministry, and while they
waited for help, he ran home briefly and brought the man his own
camping tent. “What’s your name?” Geoff asked. “Geoffrey,” the
homeless man answered, “with a G.” Geoff hadn’t mentioned his
own name or its uncommon spelling. “Dad,” he told me later, “that
could have been me.”
Geoff once struggled with substance abuse himself, and he helped
the man because of the kindness he’d received from God. Isaiah the
prophet used these words to anticipate God’s mercy to us in Jesus:
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all”
(Isaiah 53:6)
Christ, our Savior, didn’t leave us lost, alone, and hopeless in
despair. He chose to identify with us and lift us in love, so that we
may be set free to live anew in Him. There’s no greater gift.
Where would you be without Jesus?
How can you be His hands and feet for someone in need?
Thank you, Jesus for coming to rescue me. Help me to join in Your
search-and rescue mission and to share Your love with someone who
needs You today.

www.trinitypottsville.com
We are constantly adding content, videos and services to Trinity’s website,
Facebook page and YouTube channel.
Please continue to mail in your offering envelopes to the church or set up an
online giving account on our website. You can choose to donate one time or
set up recurring giving for weekly, biweekly or monthly options.
It’s your choice! Get details on the GIVE page at:
www.trinitypottsville.com
or download the Give Plus APP on your smartphone.

S.C.A.N.

Trinity Lutheran Church

January 2022

SENIOR CITIZENS ACTIVITY NEWS
Office 570-622-9910

SENIOR BIRTHDAY LIST
Jan 1 John Shuey
Jan 2 Judith Cappel
Edward Helman
Jan 5 Joyce Smith
Jan 6 Paul Ashembrier
Betty Frederick
V. Thomas Ney
Jan 9 Bernadette
Laubenstine
Conrad Stoffregen
Jan 10 Ralph Hoffman
Earnest Keifer
Jan 11 Grace Otterbein
Jan 12 Suzanne Eiler
Jan 13 Charles Otterbein Sr
Jan 14 Ida Sheeler

Jan 14 Sylvia Weikel
Gayle Willard
Jan 15 Carol Shelhamer
Ivan Willard
Jan 19 Sandra Lee Kleckner
Jan 22 Wilma Gauntlett
Lorna Vandermeer
Jan 23 Marilyn Reed

Jan 28 Lawrence Haffey
Jan 30 Chester Moyer

Cheryl Wiscount
Jan 25 Thomas Bair
Jan 26 Fred Bausch
Frank Derrick
Cheryl Killian
Sue Pierdon
Jan 27 Debbie Sheehan

***Note: No Circle 5 or Frieda Hoh this month.
Jan 30-Sun Congregational Meeting 11:00 am .

Sign-up sheets for outings/events are in the office or you may call in @ 570-622-9910.
Transportation is always available.

This Photo by

February 2022

S.C.A.N.

Trinity Lutheran Church

SENIOR CITIZENS ACTIVITY NEWS

Office

570-622-9910

SENIOR BIRTHDAY LIST
Feb 3 Roger Bailey
Feb 4 Jesse Achenbach
Pam A. Brennan
Feb 5 John Bordonaro
Sally Schwartz
Francis Taylor
Feb 6 Ruth Kerick
John Killian Jr.
Patricia Yaag
Feb 8 Naomi Ost
Feb 10 Donna Rady
Feb 12 MaryAnn Smith
Feb 14 Carl Palsgrove
Feb 16 David Miller
Feb 17 Jo Heffron

Feb 20 Ethel Runkle
Feb 21 Myron Haas
Feb 23 Bright Eiler
Richard Laubenstine
Feb 24 Douglas Camodeca
Richard Kline
Feb 25 Robert Arner
Feb 26 Walter Reed
Darlene Zeller
Feb 29 Dottie Thomas
Nelson Womer

Feb 2-Wed Bloodmobile 1:00pm-6:00pm in Trinity Hall.
Feb 3-Thur Circle 5 meets at 12:00 Noon. Remember to bring a brown bag lunch.
Feb 22-Tues Frieda Hoh meets at 6:30 pm.

Sign-up sheets for outings/events are in the office or you may call in @ 570-622-9910. Transportation is
always available.

Deppen’s Farm Pies

Old Fashioned Pennsylvania Dutch Goodness
Fresh Homemade 9” Pies ($12.50 each)
All Pie Proceeds will directly benefit Trinity’s Adopt A Child Program
ALL ORDERS & MONEY DUE: Friday, March 4, 2022
PIES DELIVERED: Wednesday, MARCH 16, 2022 AFTER 1:00 PM

Name: _________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________

Amount Enclosed: $_________________

_____ COVERED APPLE

_____ SUGAR FREE APPLE

_____ APPLE CRUMB

_____ COCONUT CUSTARD

_____ COVERED CHERRY

_____ LEMON SPONGE

_____ CHERRY CRUMB

_____ SHOOFLY

_____ BLUEBERRY CRUMB

_____ RAISIN CRUMB

_____ PEACH CRUMB

All pies can be frozen except: Lemon Sponge and Coconut Custard
Please make checks payable to: Trinity Lutheran Church
Please put your order in an envelope with payment.

