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4th Week of Advent 

December 18-19, 2021 

Worship can be viewed LIVE on Sunday, December 19th at 9:30 am: 

www.trinitypottsville.com  

Or we invite you to listen on Sunday mornings at 11:00 am   

on the radio stations: 

WPPA 1360 AM OR 105.9 FM   

  

Christmas Eve, December 24th 

 5:00 pm, 7:30 pm and 10:00 pm  
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Confession 

Pastor:    In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Congregation: Amen.  

  

Pastor:    God of all mercy and consolation, 

   come to the help of your people, 

   turning us from our sin 

   to live for you alone. 

   Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

   that we may confess our sin, 

   receive your forgiveness, 

   and grow into the fullness, 

   of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  

Congregation: Amen. 

  

Pastor:    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Pastor:   Most merciful God, 

  

Congregation: we confess that we are captive to sin 

   and cannot free ourselves. 

   We have sinned against you 

   In thought, word, and deed, 

   by what we have done 

   and by what we have left undone. 

   We have not loved you 

   with our whole heart; 

   we have not loved 

   our neighbors as ourselves. 

   For the sake 

   of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

   have mercy on us. 

   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

   so that we may delight in your will 

   and walk in your ways, 

   to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

  

  

 Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, 



   Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

   and for his sake 

   God forgives us all our sins. 

   As a called and ordained minister 

   of the church of Christ, 

   and by his authority, 

   I therefore declare to you 

   the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

   in the name of the Father, 

   and of the Son, 

   and the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

  

Organ Prelude:  Prepare the Royal Highway    James Mansfield 

  

Entrance Hymn: #248 People, Look East     (next page) 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  



Greeting  

Pastor   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Litany: 

Pastor   Break into our world with your light, O Lord, we pray, 

Congregation  Stir up Your power and come. 

Pastor   Break into our world with your joy; we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Stir up Your power and come. 

Pastor   Break into our world with your peace; we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Stir up Your power and come. 

Pastor   Break into our world with your comfort; we pray, O Lord, 

Congregation  Stir up Your power and come. 

Pastor   Break into our world with your love; we pray O Lord, 

Congregation  Stir up Your power and come. 

Pastor   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  With your abundant   

   grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive  

   you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with   

   the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Liturgy    (Insert) 

  

Saturday, December 18 Sunday, December 19 

Reader A: Tyler Sibbett Reader A: Michael Clancey 

Reader B: Brody Kline Reader B: Olivia Schultz 

Lighter: Brayden Roth Lighter: Dylan Minor 

 

  



 WEEK 4: LOVE 
 

READER A: We come to this circular wreath as a symbolic reminder that God’s love 
has no beginning or end.  
 
READER B: When we talk about Christmas, we talk about a love song of God kneeling 
down like a mother to her child saying, “Oh how I love you,” to each and every one of 
us.  
 
READER A: I invite you to take a deep breath in and let it out slowly. For in that breath, 
the Holy Spirit speaks love. Now, I invite you to place your hand on the inside of your 
wrist or on your neck just under your chin. Feel your pulse, notice your heart beating 
inside you. For in that beat, the love of the Creator sings.  
 
READER B: Today we light the fourth candle, the candle of love, which in one word 
tells the Christian story. Together these four candles illumine the touchstones of our 
Christian faith - hope, peace, joy and love. Know that you are loved.  
 
CONGREGATION: God is love. And Christmas is God’s love song for all of us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(light candle) 
 

Hymn-#240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  

1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

 He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 

2.   Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

gently lead them homeward. 

3. Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 

4.   Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  

let the light banish darkness.   

 He is coming, tell the glad tidings.   

Let your lights be shining! 

  

READER A: 

Let us pray:  
Loving God, all of creation rejoices for you; for it was you who first showed us love, 
giving us the capacity to love others.  
 
READER B: We thank you for this advent season giving us an opportunity to remember 
to always have hope, to find and offer peace, experience pure joy and most of all to love 
one another as you have loved us. In your holy name, gratefully pray. Amen.  
 



we  



Congregation: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   

   You have the words of eternal life. 

   Alleluia, alleluia.  

Pastor:   The holy gospel according to Luke the 1st Chapter  

Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:   Luke 1:39-45    Today’s Readings Insert  

Pastor:   The gospel of our Lord. 

Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon       Pastor Chris  

Hymn of the Day: #266 All Earth is Hopeful 

 

  

  

  



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Offering 

Anthem:  How Shall We know Him?    Gilbert M. Martin  

  Senior Choir   (9:30) 

 

Offertory Response: #185 Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away 

from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Prayer Hymn-#752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

 

Prayers 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  

  



Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor    The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:(sung)  And also with you. 

  

Pastor    Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation:(sung)  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation:(sung)  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

Pastor    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all  

    times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty  

    and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this  

    day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  

    resurrection open to us the way of everlasting life.  And so with  

    all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts  

    of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Congregation:(sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,  

    heav’n and earth are full of your glory.   

    Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.     

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

    Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Pastor    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   

    bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

    saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this  

    for the remembrance of me. 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it  

    for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my   

    blood,  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  

    sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Pastor    The Peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

Pastor    Greet one another with the peace of the Lord. 

 

  

  



Hymns during communion: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

  

Communion Hymn: #264 Prepare the Royal Highway   (next page) 

 

  

  

  



Pastor   The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

   Strengthen You and Keep You in His Grace.  Amen. 

  

Post Communion Canticle  Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy with 

shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen.  

  

Blessing 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Pastor:  Go in peace.  To Love and Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

  

  

  



  



God be with you till we meet again, 

By His counsels guide uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Organ Postlude   

Any songs published in this bulletin: 

Copyright: 

Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 

CCLI License#: 11375905 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Arlene Miller (Nana) on her  

birthday, December 23 by children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of William E. Howells by daughter, 

Aldajean. 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of our granddaughters, Faith and Eva by 

Deb and Bill Pauzer. 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of Lorraine H. Spotts, by Gerald L. 

Spotts and sons, David and Jeffrey. 

Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of Mary Frantz and Ed Schwalm on his 

birthday, December 18th by Rosalyn Frantz. 

The Altar Flowers have been provided this weekend by: Bella Florist 

 

Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Schumacher by the 

Rossachacj family. 

Children’s Bulletins are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of deceased class members, by 

Craft Class. 

 

Radio Ministry is presented to the Glory of God and in memory of parents, Andrew and Emma Greff 

and Elizabeth and Chester Corse by Chester and my wife, Norma Corse. 

Digital Ministry is presented to the Glory of God and in honor of our grandson, Michael David  

Newton on his 1st Birthday by grandparents, Dave & Gail Newton. 

Digital Ministry openings:  All thru December Cost=$30 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Pastor Chris  crothharpt@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Jean Miller jmiller@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Janet Little  jlittle@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Maryann Lascala  mlascala@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

Main email address  tlccares@tlcpottsville.onmicrosoft.com 

“THE CONNECTING LINK” 

Sunday mornings, WPPA, 1360 AM at 11:00 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Guest Account 

Password: TrinityWIFI 

(password is case sensitive) 
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TRINITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

 

Saturday, December 18 6:00 Worship: 4th week of Advent 

Sunday, December 19 9:30 Worship: 4th week of Advent 

  10:30 Sunday School 

  6-8:00 Confirmation 

Monday, December 20 6:30-8:30 Adult Volleyball $3 

Tuesday, December 21 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

Wednesday, December 22 6-8:00 Private Youth Volleyball 

Thursday, December 23     

Friday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 PM 

Saturday, December 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS NO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday, December 26 9:30 Lessons & Carols 

Monday, December 27 6:30-8:30 Adult Volleyball 

Tuesday, December 28 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

Wednesday, December 29 6-8:00 Private Youth Volleyball 

Thursday, December 30     

Friday, December 31 10-11:00 Adult Exercise 

Saturday, January 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR!              6:00 Worship 

Sunday, January 2 9:30 Worship 

    Undecorate Church 

  10:30 Sunday School 

  6-8:00 Confirmation 

 

  



 

STATEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL MISSION 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a worshipping, learning, witnessing, and serving community of baptized  

Christians.  It is a welcoming place where the Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are  

celebrated according to the Gospel.  As a community of believers, we challenge each other to  

respond to the call of our Lord to love and minister to persons at home and throughout the world.   

We encourage each other to share our time, our talents,  and gifts to further the mission of our Lord  

Jesus Christ.  In these ways, we bear  witness to the love we have first received from God through Jesus Christ. 

Adopted by the Congregation 

January 25, 1998 

Chris Rothharpt, Senior Pastor, Robert Thomas, Church Council President, Michael Kiehner, Organist & Choir Director 

Jean Miller, Church Secretary,  Janet Little, Church Secretary, Maryann Lascala, Coordinator of Senior Services, 

Jim Honicker, Sexton 

 


