
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

VIRTUAL ASH WEDNESDAY - 2/17/21 
  

 

GREETING 

 

Pastor: The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, 

be with you all. 

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing You have made and 

You forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and honest hearts, so 

that, truly repenting of our sins, we may obtain from You, the God of all mercy, full 

pardon and forgiveness; through Your Son, Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You, one God, now and forever. 

 

Congregation:  Amen 

 

 

PSALM 51:1-12 (Read Responsively)  

  

Pastor:   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; 

Congregation:   in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

  

Pastor: Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

Congregation:  and cleanse me from my sin. 

  

Pastor:   For I know my transgressions, 

Congregation:   and my sin is ever before me. 

  

Pastor:   Against you only have I sinned 

Congregation:   and done what is evil in your sight. 

  

Pastor:   And so, you are justified when you speak, 

Congregation:   and upright in your judgment. 

  

Pastor:   Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, 

Congregation:   a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

  

Pastor:   For behold, you look for truth deep within me 

Congregation:   and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

  

Pastor:   Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 

Congregation:   wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

  

Pastor:  Make me hear of joy and gladness, 

Congregation:   that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 

 



Pastor:   Hide your face from my sins, 

Congregation: and blot out all my iniquities. 

  

Pastor:   Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

Congregation:   and renew a right spirit within me. 

  

Pastor:   Cast me not away from your presence, 

Congregation:   and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

  

Pastor:   Give me the joy of your saving help again, 

 Congregation:   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

  

Pastor:    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

       Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION 

  

Pastor:  Brothers and sisters:  God created us to experience joy in communion with Him, to 

love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of His creation.  But sin separates 

us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 

intended for us.  Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to 

come under His judgment, but to turn to Him and live. 

  

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads 

us away from love of God and neighbor.  Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of 

love - the discipline of Lent - help us to wage our spiritual warfare.  I invite you, 

therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our 

Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 
  

CONFESSION 

  

Pastor: Most holy and merciful Father: 

  

Congregation: We confess to You and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in 

heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, 

and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

  

Pastor: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been 

forgiven. 

 

Congregation: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

  

Pastor: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true 

to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

  

Congregation: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

  

Pastor: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness, the pride, hypocrisy, and 

impatience in our lives, 
  

Congregation: we confess to you, Lord. 



 

 

Pastor:  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

Congregation: we confess to you, Lord. 

  

Pastor: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 

ourselves, 

Congregation:  we confess to you, Lord. 

 

Pastor: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life 

and work, 

Congregation: we confess to you, Lord. 

  

Pastor: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in 

us, 

Congregation: we confess to you, Lord. 

 

Pastor: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our blindness to 

human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Congregation: accept our repentance, Lord. 

  

Pastor: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

Congregation: accept our repentance, Lord. 

  

Pastor: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 

come after us, 

Congregation: accept our repentance, Lord. 

  

Pastor: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

Congregation:  Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  Amen. 

 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES & SHARING OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

[REMEMBER THAT] “YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN”  

 (Genesis 3:19b NRSV) 

  

Pastor: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of Your salvation, 

  

Congregation: that we may show forth Your glory in the world. 

  

Pastor: By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord 

  

Congregation: bring us with all your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 

  

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the 

death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live.  

Therefore, we implore Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy Spirit, that those 

things may please Him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure 

and holy, and that at the last, we may come to His eternal joy; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

 Congregation:   Amen. 



 

 

HYMN 712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

 

Lord whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 

 

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.  

 

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 

To the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and love. 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection open to us the way of everlasting life.  And so with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

Congregation: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full 

of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

  

 

 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

  

Pastor: The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ Strengthen You and Keep You in His 

Grace.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace.  To Love and Serve the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN 615: In All Our Grief 

 

In all our grief and fear we turn to you. 

O God, you know all that we think or do, 

You know the pain we put each other through, 

 

Refrain 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, grant us peace 

 

Help us to put aside the angry word, 

The clenching fist, the wish and will to hurt, 

Teach us the way in which love lest is served. 

Refrain 

 

You did not even spare your only Son. 

He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, 

But through his cross, redemption has been won. 

Refrain 
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